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Ukrainian Easter Egg Art Taught at Library

Trout Fishing is First Major Spring Event A

A group from the Apollo area camp out on Buffalo
Creek to enjoy the first day of trout fishing in Armstrong County.
pring has arrived! Ask any angler that experienced the sunshine and tug of the fishing line
on Saturday!
Waterways Conservation Officer Anthony
Beers with the PA Fish and Boat Commission said
there were plenty of activity along the banks of
rivers and creeks.
“There has been plenty of people and a lot of
that has been determined upon the good weather.
We have excellent weather and the water looks
good, so we have plenty of angler activity out and
about today.”
Beers said that depending on when a person
fishes will depend on a successful catch.
“They do better during the morning hours and
then they'll do better in the evening hours, so most
people mid-day pull out and go to lunch, and then
they'll come back for the evening bite.”
Fishing wasn’t limited to just adults, Beers said.
“A lot of kids are out especially at the Buffalo Creek children's area. I saw a lot of kids and
they're catching fish. So, there's a lot of people out
and a lot of people having fun, so it's a good day.”
Beers said there were no problems reported on
Saturday.

Armstrong County

nn Orenak was
born and raised
in Ford City. When
she was married,
she learned from her
Ukrainian husband's
parents the art of
Pysanka. She was at
the Ford City Library
on Saturday to show
about a dozen women
how to create Pysanka
Easter eggs.
The creation of
Ukrainian Easter Eggs
is no small task, she
said.
"It takes up to 3
hours to do one egg
because the time it
takes to put the design
on the egg itself is a
long process."
Preparation is important before starting
the process.
"First of all, you
wash your hands with
soap and water to get
all the oils off your
fingers. And, then we
also wash the egg with
a little bit of vinegar.
You take your egg and
you put some vinegar
on it and your fingertips and then you rinse
it off to get all the oils
off your fingertips
and the egg so that it
doesn't cause the dye
not to go into the eggshell at that point. If
you have too much oil
on your fingers, then
the dye doesn't penetrate the shell because
the oil is there."
Many egg artists
use rubber bands on
the egg and draw lines
in pencil. This method

Ann Orenak was at the Ford City Library on Saturday teaching the art of
creating Pysanka Easter Eggs.
assures that lines are
straight.
"You use a stylus,
which is an instrument
that has a metal funnel
on the end of it that we
fill with black wax.
And, at the end of the
funnel is a tiny hole
which is used to draw
on the egg. Wax comes
out of the hole and you
slowly put the pattern
on the egg. You are
literally drawing, freehand, all of these or a
pattern on the egg."
Egg
decorating

has been a tradition in
many cultures. Today,
prepackaged kits feature a wax crayon and
use hard-boiled eggs.
But that is far from the
procedure used to create Pysanka ornaments.
"The crayon's the
same idea except that
it's a larger, fatter, less
precise way. The stylist will draw a very fine
line so you can do very
intricate patterns on the
eggs. Once you draw
your initial pattern with
a pencil on the egg, you

These are some of the creations of Pysanka
Easter Eggs that Ann Orenak has done in
the past.

are going to layer wax
over top of colors. So,
you start with a white,
raw egg and you draw
your initial design that
you want to remain
white. After you got
what you want drawn
white, then you put the
egg in the first color
which is generally the
lightest color which is
yellow. Then, you let it
in there for a couple of
minutes to have the dye
penetrate the shell."
Orenak said raw
eggs must be used.
"If you hard boil the
egg, the consistency
of the shell changes
and it won't take dye.
So, these eggs are raw
eggs that we use until
the end process when
we empty out the egg.
And, I do that by drilling a hole and pulling
out the yolk."
Orenak said the artist
does sequential drawing and dipping of the
egg in various dye until
the final design is done.
"We remove all the
wax and then I spray
mine with a shellac to
give them a gloss and
then I hollow it out - I
draw out the egg yolk."
A video of the first
part of Orenak's teaching from Saturday's
class is available online
at www.kittanningpaper.com.

FILES
KPVIDEO
WATCH VIDEO CLIPS
FROM THIS STORY
ON OUR WEBSITE:
www.kittanningpaper.com

